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Town Council

WESTERHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Community Engagement Committee
Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday Tst June 2026
at 7 pm in Russell House, Market Square, Westerham

Present: Councillors:  Mrs D Coen (DC) — Chair

Mr | Breminer (IB)
Mr K Thompson (KT)

Town Clerk:  Mrs A Howells (AH)

I[fem Action
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received and accepted from ClIr Bortolozzo — holiday and
ClIr Dicker — holiday. Apologies were not received from ClIr Hussain.
2. Declarations of Interest not previously declared
None.
3. Minutes of the Meeting on 13t April 2026
The minutes of the meeting on 13t April 2026 were approved at the Council
meeting on 18" May.
4, Information on items arising from the minutes of the previous meeting not
dealt with elsewhere on the agenda
4 Litter kit — the labels had not yet been produced. It was agreed that the
Clerk would produce a small batch to test what the take up would be and
to add to the ECO Plan. AH
14 Westerham Library — The article promoting the Library appeared in the
June TN16 copy.
5. Community Engagement Projects
5(1) | Crockham Hill - Coffee, cake and chat
ClIr Coen reported 19 had attended the May session
5(2) Crockham Hill Primary School, Crockham Hill Pre-School, Churchill Primary
School
ClIr Coen reported that she had attended the Earth Day at the Primary
School on 227 April. The Gardening Club had been officially launched, and
the troughs had been set up and seeds planted.
Clir Coen to check on the progress of the planting for the Pre-School — she
will speak to the Manager/Team. DC

Clir Coen reported that the owner of the new gallery was interested in
providing art lessons at Churchill School. Following discussion, it was agreed
ClIr Coen would visit the gallery to discuss further with the owner.
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5(3)

Valance School and Shop
ClIr Bortolozzo had sent a report that he had not been able to visit the shop
but hoped to do so on his return from holiday.

MB

8(1)

6(2)

6(3)

Youth Projects

Skatepark lessons

The Clerk reported that skateboarding lessons had been booked

for Thursdays 239, 30t July, 13t and 20t August, 6 — 10 year olds 1pm to 2.30
pm and 11+ 3 — 4.30pm; bookings were filing up fast.

The Clerk was still investigating a DBS check for Clir Thompson; other
Councils had been contacted to suggest providers.

Youth Activities

ClIr Bortolozzo had sent a report that he had not been able to arrange a
visit yet for representatives from WSA to attend the Sundridge Youth Club.
This may have to be put off until the Autumn term.

Summer Family Fun sessions

The Summer sessions were booked for Thursday 30t July, 6™, 13th and 20t
August on King George’s Playing Field. The Westerham Sports Association
were willing to provide refreshments and toilets and the Junior Footballers
had been advised of the dates. Westerham Library were hoping to attend
one of the events.

AH

MB

701)

7(2)

7(3)

7(4)

7(5)

7(6)

Community Issues
Anti-Social behaviour
PC Wilson had attended Westerham recently regarding theft and ASB.
Reports had been received of young people swimming in Covers Farm lake
on a regular basis and then walking through the town littering and making
a public disturbance. This had been reported to the Landowner and the
Police.
Police
The following information had been received: -

e Regular updates from My Community Voice

e Police Neighbourhood alerts
Police Community Engagement Event
This event replaced Coffee with a Cop and now local officers could log
themselves as being on community business to try and ensure attendance;
however, they could still be called away for serious/urgent operational
maftters.
The next event was taking place on Friday 5™ June at
10 am in Costa. Future events would be taking place in the Valance Shop.
IAG (Independent Advisory Group)
Clir Coen reported that the meeting on 29" April had been a good
meeting and the minutes from the meeting had been circulated.
ClIr Coen to thank Chief Inspector Diddams for sending Officers to
investigate the local restaurant issue mentioned at the meeting.
Chamber of Commerce - Westerham
Clir Breminer to check with Budha Restaurant to see if they were willing to
host a future Westerham CoC.
Traders Meeting
Clir Breminer had circulated his report from the Teams meeting with the

DC

179




Managing Director of the National Association of Business Crime
Partnerships (NABCP), the Coordinator of Safer Sevenoaks and District
Business Crime Reduction Partnership (BCRP) and the Retail Risk Health and
Safety for the Co-op Group. WTC had been pursuing for some time the
idea of encouraging all Westerham Traders to adopt the BCRP. This had
been raised previously with Traders who had not been very interested. The
Co-op stated that they were very interested but only if the maijority of
traders joined. The Westerham Traders had been approached again and
were interested in having a Teams meeting. This would hopefully result in a
Presentation evening at Westerham Hall facilitated by WTC where all

Westerham fraders would be invited. Clir Breminer to pursue this and keep 1B
the Committee advised.
Clir Breminer reported that the Traders were meeting at the Council offices
on 2@ June. WTP were giving a talk on social media use.
7(7) Mobile Coverage in Westerham
ClIr Breminer reported that there had been no further update since the
Council meeting.
7(8) | Age-friendly communities
The Older People’s Day had been provisionally booked for Friday 2nd
October in the Front Room of Westerham Hall, 10am to 2pm. Following
discussion, it was agreed to invite groups highlighted in the recent survey: -
e Sevenoaks District Council — volunteer section
e Age UK
e U3A
e NHS Social Prescriber for Westerham
e Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport Group
e Westerham Library
e St Mary’s Church Coffee morning
e Fullers Hill Church Warm Space
e Bereavement Counselling
e Mobility Company
e National Trust volunteers
e Chair fitness
e Yoga
It was agreed that lunch would be provided for stall holders and attendees,
the Clerk to arrange. A draft invite would be drafted and circulated to the
Committee for comments. AH
Christmas Lights Switch-on
7(9) Following discussion, the preferred date of 26" November would be
discussed with the WTP. AH
8. Financial Statement to 30t April 2026
The Financial Statement to 30t April had been circulated and was noted.
9. Local Community Awards

The ATM and Awards evening had gone very well and many positive
comments about the meeting had been received.
Feedback included: -

e Provide a frame if certificates were awarded again.
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e Consider a Youth Award.
e The background fireworks were excellent, but could the screen be
changed to a plain background for photographs to be taken.
It was agreed to set up a timeline for invitations and ordering awards for
the event. The ATM in 2027 will be held in April. AH

10. Strategic Business Plan — Action Plan
A plan had been circulated and was noted. Minor changes to be made.

1. ECO Action Plan

The ECO Plan had been circulated and was noted. New Content to be
added. Free tree packs for schools and communities from the Woodland
Trust would be investigated. AH

12. Correspondence

12.1 ‘We are Beams' letter had been circulated and was noted.

12.2 Police Force Mergers — This had been advertised on My Community
Voice (MCV) and residents would be encouraged to respond.

The Clerk to respond on behalf of WTC. AH
12.3 An email had been received from Northwest Kent Countryside
Partnership/Kent County Council regarding Thames Water Drought plan
2027. The letter regarding the consultation had been circulated and
following discussion, it was agreed that Clir Breminer would respond on
behalf of WTC. Clir Breminer reported that this had also been discussed at
the Kent CPRE meeting. 1B

13. Reports from Councillors

ClIrs Coen, Breminer and Thompson had attended the Annual Town
Meeting on 13" May.

Clirs Breminer and Thompson had helped at the stall at the May Fair.

Clir Coen had attended the Deanery Orchard tea party on 17th May to
raise funds for the orchard; feedback had been received about the ATM.

14. TN16, Crockham Hill Newsletter and website

None.
15. Matters for District and County Councillors
None.
16. Further Matters for Consideration at the next meeting

Ensure details for the Older People’s Day on 2nd October were finalised.

17. Date of next meeting
Monday 7t September 2026

The meeting was concluded at 9 pm

Minutes confirmed as a correct record:

Chair
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