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WESTERHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Allotments, Playing Fields and Open Spaces Committee  

held at Russell House on  

Monday 9TH June 2025 at 7.00pm 

 
Present:            Councillors: Mrs Rodgers (LR) - Chair 

Mrs S Sheen (SS) 

Mr A Hussain (AH) 

  

In attendance:    Mrs C Debono (CD) Deputy Town Clerk 

     Two members of public 

       
           

    

Item 
 Action 

 

1. 

 

Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Dicker, Proudfoot and 

Robson – holiday. 

 

 

2. 

 

Declarations of Interest not previously declared 

None.   

 

 

3.  

 

Minutes of the Meeting  

Minutes of the meeting held on the 31st March 2025 were approved at Full 

Council on the 19th May 2025.  

 

 

 

 

4.  

 

Information items arising from the minutes of the previous meeting not dealt 

with elsewhere on the agenda 

The Committee agreed to slightly change the Committee name from 

Amenities and Open Spaces (AOS) to Open Spaces and Amenities (OSA) for 

ease of reference (9.1) 

 

 

5. 

 

Finance  

5.1 To receive the APFOS Financial Statement up to 28th February 2025  

the report was received and noted.   

 

 

 

 

 

6. 

 

Allotments 

6.1 To approve a skip at the Current Hill Allotment Site – A request had been 

made by the representative at the Current Hill Allotment Site, for a skip sited at 

the turning point, to enable new allotment holders to clear their plots of buried 

debris. 

The Committee agreed a 6-yard skip would be hired for the cost of £260 

(+VAT) 

6.2 To review and approve the Allotment Agreement – The Committee 

conducted a review of the existing allotment agreement and amended the 
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wording to enhance transparency and incorporated some additional clauses 

into the tenancy agreement. It was agreed that the new tenancy agreement 

should be sent out to all allotment holders when the rental letters were sent 

out. 

6.2 To discuss and approve a boundary fence at the Farley allotment site - A 

resident of Trott’s Lane whose property backed onto the Farley Allotment Site 

informed WTC of their intention to install a 6ft fence along what they believed 

to be the boundary line. The residents understanding is that the boundary lies 

at the top of the slope behind their property. The hedge currently in place 

appears to be dying off, only sprouting newer shoots at the very top of the 

hedge. The residents therefore propose to remove the hedge and install a 

fence at the top of the slope, behind the existing wire fencing they have 

previously installed – in response a site visit was carried out by Cllr Rodgers and 

the Deputy Clerk to assess the location and proposed position of the fence. 

Two members of public attended the meeting to discuss the proposed 

installation of the fence. 

After lengthy discussion and consideration from the Chair of Planning, the 

Committee agreed that they could find no grounds why the proposed fence 

should not be permitted. 
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7. 

 

 

 

 

8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

King George’s Field 

7.1 To discuss and approve compost bays outside of the Groundsman Hut – 

Two quotations had been received for the installation of compost bays at the 

Groundsman Hut at King George’s Playing Field, however the Committee 

agreed that a third quotation be sourced to provide a suitable comparison. 

Open spaces 

8.1 Review the visual inspections - Quarter two inspections were due and 

should be sent to the Deputy Clerk before the end of July. 

8.2 To consider a way forward with Beggars Lane roundabout – Essential 

maintenance works aimed at enhancing the overall appearance of the 

roundabout had been carried out. This included the removal of the overgrown 

vegetation, general tidying and preparing the site for potential planting in line 

with local authority regulations. 

KCC was initially consulted regarding a more extensive overhaul of the 

roundabout. However, their assessment determined that the project was too 

substantial to be considered under the Highways Improvement Plan (HIP). 

In order to comply with KCC guidelines set out the Deputy Clerk had applied 

for a cultivation licence and a quotation had been sourced for planting up 

the roundabout to improve the overall aesthetics. 

Cllr Sheen volunteered to clarify potential funding for the project, and a price 

of £500 was agreed in principle. 

8.3 To approve the application to erect a poly tunnel at the Farley Allotment 

Site – An application had been received to site an oversized poly-tunnel at 

the Farley Allotment site – the installation of the poly-tunnel was agreed in 

principle subject to confirmation and agreement with the allotment 

representative. 

8.4 To discuss and approve the relocation of the pots on the Green – It had 

been agreed at Council on 19th May 2025 to remove the pots around 

Churchill. Following discussion it was agreed to move them to Russell House 

Garden. 
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8.5 To improve the maintenance of the benches – The Committee agreed 

maintenance works to the two benches at Crockham Hill at a cost of £90 

(+VAT). Works to preserving the benches to be reviewed in 2026. 

8.6 To discuss maintenance issues to the playground at King George’s Field - A 

resident contacted the office to report concerns of dangerous surfacing at 

the children’s playground on King George’s Playing Field. Following the report, 

an inspection was carried out by the Deputy Clerk and the Town Clerk to 

assess the condition of the area. 

Upon inspection, expansion cracks were identified in two separate locations 

within the playground surface. These cracks posed a potential health and 

safety hazard particularly to children using the facility. 

The company who previously carried out the resurfacing works had been 

contacted, and the Deputy was currently awaiting confirmation of a date for 

them to attend and carry out an inspection. 

8.7 Events on WTC land – For information. 

• Mentality Group Sport’s Day Fun Saturday 31st May 2025 King George’s 

Playing Field 

• Westerham FC Presentation Saturday 7th June 2025 King George’s 

Playing Field 

 

9. 

 

 

Climate change / Environmental & Biodiversity 

The Committee noted the ECO Action Plan, and the Deputy Clerk would 

update as necessary 
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10. 

 

Public Rights of Way 

None. 

 

 

 

 

11.  

 

Correspondence  

None. 

 

 
 

 

12.  

 

Reports from Councillors 

None. 
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TN16 Magazine, Crockham Hill Newsletter & Website 

None. 

 

 

14. 

 

Matters for District and County Councillors 

None. 

 

 

 

      

15.              

 

Further matters for consideration at the next meeting 

Further information would be provided regarding the soil test at the Farley 

allotment site that was expected to be carried out.  

 

 

 

 

16. 

 

Matters for District & County Councillors 

None. 

 

 

 

17. 

 

Date of next meeting 

 Monday 15TH September 2025 at 7pm 
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The meeting was concluded at 8:55pm 

 

Minutes confirmed as a correct record:  

Chair 


