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WESTERHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Allotments, Playing Fields and Open Spaces Committee  

held at Russell House on  

Monday 16th September 2024 at 7.00pm 

 
Present:            Councillors: Mrs Rodgers (LR) - Chair 

Mr N Robson (NR) 

Mrs S Sheen (SS) 

Mr N Proudfoot (NP)  
 

In attendance:    Mrs C Debono (CD) Deputy Town Clerk  
           

    

Item 
 Action 

 

1. 

 

Apologies for Absence 

Cllr Dicker was absent. 

 

 

2. 

 

Declarations of Interest not previously declared 

None.   

 

 

3.  

 

Minutes of the Meeting  

Minutes of the meeting held on the 17thJune 2024 were approved at Full 

Council on the 8thJuly 2024.  

 

 

 

4.  

 

Information items arising from the minutes of the previous meeting not dealt 

with elsewhere on the agenda 

4.1 The Groundsman Hut – Ongoing investigations to the sewage pipe to be 

carried out. 

4.2 Planting of Crockham Hill – The Deputy Clerk had requested quotations for 

further planting to be carried out within Crockham Hill Garden, awaiting prices 

to be submitted by the WTC gardener. 

4.3 Signage to Crockham Hill – quotes were being explored. 

4.4 Verralls Corner – The Japanese knotweed on Verralls Corner was initially 

reported in 2022 and were currently on a five-year treatment program – this 

was being treated, this month September 2024. 

4.5 Goals Two quotations were received for the removal of the pine trees; 

however, it is to be re-visited as there is a further request for a larger container 

- awaiting a date to meet on site to re-measure the area.  

 

 

 

 

 

5. 

 

Finance  

6.1 To receive the APFOS Financial Statement up to 31ST August 2024  

the report was received and noted.   

 

 

 

 

6. 

 

Allotments 

6.1 Allotment competition – took place on the 4thJuly, a first and second prize 

had been awarded on each site, with an overall winner awarded the cup on 

Saturday 14th September at the Westerham Horticultural Society’s Autumn 

Show by Cllr Rodgers. 
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6.2 Allotment Rents – Comparable prices had been compiled by the Deputy 

Clerk, and it was agreed that the allotment rents be increased by £4, taking 

the full plots up to £50 and the half plots to £28, to commence 1st Oct 2025.  

This would be communicated to allotment holders via rent renewal letters/ 

email. 

6.3 Plot holder at Bloomfield Allotment site - Following lengthy discussion 

regarding a plot holder at the Bloomfield allotment site, and the ongoing 

issues regarding the condition of the plot. It was agreed that the tenancy 

would not be renewed on the 1st October, advice had been sought from the 

National Allotments Association. 

6.4 Water trough cleaning – The Deputy Clerk had researched various ways in 

which cleaning of the galvanized water tanks maybe carried out. 

To ensure the safest and most effective cleaning process, the 

recommendation was, it would be better to wait until the growing season was 

over, when the tanks could be drained and the troughs thoroughly cleaned 

without the need for chemicals, also allowing necessary maintenance to help 

prevent any issues such as water stagnation, freezing or contamination during 

the off-season. This was agreed to be carried out in April before the water is 

turned on. 

6.5 Water Trough Lids – The Deputy Clerk contacted the manufacturer who 

produced the water troughs that were currently installed on all three of the 

allotment sites, to see if lids were supplied. 

This was not something the company manufactured. 

The Committee requested that research be carried out for alternative options 

for concealed water collection to replace the existing water troughs. 

Deputy clerk to investigate. 

CDB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CDB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CDB 

 

7. 

 

King George’s Field 

7.1 Update on KGF redevelopment project – an update from the Project 

Manager was received and noted.  

7.2 RoSPA Annual Health and Safety Inspections – the annual inspections took 

place during July and the reports had been circulated to APFOS Committee 

members for information – no red issues were requiring attention. 

7.3 Update on the groundsman hut - The Deputy Clerk had instructed a survey 

to the area be carried out, week commencing 16th September. 

7.4 Fencing on King George’s Playing Field - An additional quotation for further 

fencing works, for the fencing to the far end of King George’s Playing Field was 

approved by the Committee. 

7.5 Benches to King George’s Playing Field - Following a lengthy discussion, the 

decision to install benches to the concrete bases on King George’s Playing 

Field, had been put on hold until source of funding had been determined. 

7.6 Noise disturbance at WSA - Three complaints had been received by 

members of the public, regarding loud music being played at the WSA, it was 

understood that the licence only permits music to be played inside the building. 

Cllr Rodgers / Deputy Clerk to attend the next WSA meeting on 30th September. 

The Town Clerk had been advising the complainant. 

7.7 Events Four family fun sessions were run in August 2024 on King George’s 

Playing Field. Westerham Country Fayre was held by WTP on Saturday 14th 

September 2024 on the Green. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LR/CDB 
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8. 

 

Open spaces 

8.1 – Following an investigation conducted by the Deputy Clerk to assess the 

feasibility of adding additional benches between King George’s Field and the 

town, it was determined the only place suitable to situate a bench, would be 

alongside the garages at the bottom of Quebec Avenue. 

The Committee agreed that this was not suitable being that the land was not 

owned by WTC. 

8.2 Fencing between King George’s Playing Field and A request to cut back 

trees overhanging the Hollingsworth car park from King George’s Playing Field 

was recently carried out by our tree surgeons. Since the works were 

undertaken, complaints from two of the residents were made, with regards to 

the standard of the works and how exposed the car park had become, since 

the trees had been cut back. 

This had exposed an informal cut through from the playing fields to the car 

park, meaning it could become more well used. 

Following a lengthy discussion the Committee decided that fencing would be 

a considerable cost and therefore rejected the request at this time. 

8.3 – Land Registry - The Deputy Clerk had put together a land registry of all 

open spaces owned / maintained by WTC. 

8.4 Visual inspection responsibilities - were re-vised for the new Committee 

members to be considered.  

8.5 APFOS Risk Assessments - Cllr Rodgers / Deputy Clerk reviewed the APFOS 

risk assessments ahead of the meeting and added the picnic tables / 

benches to the items to be assessed under APFOS. 

8.6 Vandalised dog bins - It had been agreed that a litter bin replaced a 

vandalised dog waste bin at Hosey Common. 

Dog and waste stickers had been sourced, to be put onto bins to inform the 

public of the dual usage – The Deputy Clerk had contacted SDC to ask 

permissions to use on the bins not owned by WTC – this had been approved 

for WTC to do so. 

8.7 The Green – The Deputy Clerk had requested a PH Test be carried out on 

the Green. 

8.8 The Mowing Tender 24/25 - The mowing tender for the open spaces within 

Westerham including King George’s Playing Field, Verralls Corner, Hartley Rd, 

Ash Rd, Madan Rd, Granville Rd and Crockham Hill Playing Field, was now up 

for tender, the timetable was approved by the Committee. 
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9. 

 

 

Climate Change/Environmental & Biodiversity  

9.1 ECO Action Plan  

 

 

10. 

 

Public rights of way - (PROW) 

Cllr Robson raised a question regarding the redirected footpath on King 

George’s Playing Field from the middle of the footpath to the outside edge. 

An application has been submitted by the Finance Officer, but decisions 

could take up to four years for PROW to process. 

 

 

11.  

 

Correspondence 

None. 
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12.  

 

Reports from Councillors relevant to APFOS (not already covered elsewhere in 

the minutes) 

Cllr Proudfoot asked about the status of the link from the Darent Valley to 

Chipstead.  

Cllr Sheen updated that whilst WTC were fully supportive, all landowners would 

need to agree before this project was resurrected. 

The Deputy Clerk to advise of the status of the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CDB 

 

13. 

 

TN16 Magazine, Crockham Hill Newsletter and website  

Allotment prize winners of 2024 

 

 

14. 

 

Matters for District and County Councillors   

Mowing Tender 

 

 

 

      

15.              

 

Further Matters for consideration at the next meeting. 

None. 

 

 

 

 

16. 

 

Date of next meeting  

Monday 18th November 2024 at 7pm. 

 

 

 

The meeting was concluded at 9:24pm 

 

Minutes confirmed as a correct record:  

 

Chair 


